
WAC 296-307-32031  Order of events for lockout or tagout proce-
dures.  The established lockout or tagout procedures must cover the 
following elements in the following sequence:
Machinery or equipment shutdown before lockout or tagout:

(1) Before an authorized or affected employee turns off a machine 
or equipment, the authorized employee must have knowledge of the type 
and magnitude of the energy, the hazards of the energy to be control-
led, and the method or means to control the energy.

(2) The machine or equipment must be turned off or shut down us-
ing the procedures established for the machine or equipment. The shut-
down must be done in the prescribed order to avoid increased hazards 
to employees.

(3) All necessary energy isolating devices must be physically lo-
cated and operated in such a manner as to isolate the machine or 
equipment from the energy source.
Application of the lockout or tagout device:

(4) Lockout or tagout devices must be affixed to each energy iso-
lating device by authorized employees.

(5) Lockout devices, where used, must be affixed in a manner that 
will hold the energy isolating devices in a "safe" or "off" position.

(6) Tagout devices, where used, must be affixed in such a manner 
as will clearly indicate that the operation or movement of energy iso-
lating devices from the "safe" or "off" position is prohibited.

(a) Where tagout devices are used with energy isolating devices 
designed with the capability of being locked, the tag attachment must 
be fastened at the same point at which the lock would have been at-
tached.

(b) Where a tag cannot be affixed directly to the energy isolat-
ing device, the tag must be located as close as safely possible to the 
device, in a position that will be immediately obvious to anyone at-
tempting to operate the device.
Eliminating the hazards of stored energy:

(7) After applying lockout or tagout devices to energy isolating 
devices, all potentially hazardous stored or residual energy must be 
relieved, disconnected, restrained, and otherwise rendered safe.

(8) If there is a possibility of reaccumulation of stored energy 
to a hazardous level, verification of isolation must be continued un-
til the servicing or maintenance is completed, or until the possibili-
ty of such accumulation no longer exists.
Before beginning service or maintenance:

(9) Prior to starting work on machines or equipment that have 
been locked out or tagged out, the authorized employee must verify 
that the machine or equipment has been isolated and deenergized.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 49.17.010, 49.17.040, 49.17.050, and 
49.17.060. WSR 20-21-091, § 296-307-32031, filed 10/20/20, effective 
11/20/20. WSR 97-09-013, recodified as § 296-307-32031, filed 4/7/97, 
effective 4/7/97. Statutory Authority: RCW 49.17.040, [49.17.]050 and 
[49.17.]060. WSR 96-22-048, § 296-306A-32031, filed 10/31/96, effec-
tive 12/1/96.]
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